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Dear Reader, 
 
Welcome to the first Swiss Business Hub UK Newsletter for nearly six months. The reason for the 
relatively long gap between editions is we have been re-evaluating the Newsletter on the basis of the 
reader survey we carried out in March so it can continue to provide the most relevant and informative 
content. Many thanks to all those of you who participated in the survey – your opinions are important 
to us and greatly valued in our own analysis. 
 
The survey showed that 57% of respondents read the whole newsletter or most of it and that almost 
60% rated their overall impression as good. The reader preference for frequency of publication was 
clearly at quarterly (with over 64%). We will therefore publish the newsletter on a quarterly basis 
from now on. It was great to learn that nearly 90% of the respondents would recommend the 
newsletter.  
 
Business developments from the newsletter were mixed. Most respondents said that they had 
gained new insights from the newsletter but only 6% gained concrete business leads.  
We also took other feedback regarding the design, length of articles etc. into account, when 
preparing this newsletter. We hope that you enjoy reading this edition and of course we continue to 
welcome your feedback! 
 
In this issue you will find news of our activities in the first half of 2014 including the Hub’s “roadshow” 
to Sheffield and Manchester and another business trip to Leeds. It is very important to us to build 
strong connections with Swiss and UK businesses all across the country and we hope to further 
develop these activities and contacts. 
 
Looking ahead, SBH UK is excited to be participating in the first outbound trade mission to the UK in 
its history, in the field of FinTech and Cyber Security. Cooperating with our parent organisation 
Switzerland-Global Enterprise, we will bring exporting Swiss companies in contact with important 
players from the sectors. 
 
We are also looking forward to welcoming back Marieke Hood, who is in charge of investment 
promotion, who will return to work in September after her maternity leave.  
 
We will be back with our next edition in the autumn. Until then we wish you an eventful but relaxing 
summer break. 
 
 

 
Thorsten Terweiden 
Head of Swiss Business Hub 
  



 

Upcoming Events 
 
Cycle event comes to Davos 

© Etape Suisse 

 
A UK-based corporate hospitality event company has launched in the cyclo-sportive (mass ride) field. Etape 
Suisse’s inaugural event involving 500 participants takes place in Davos Klosters from September 5-8 2014. It 
is supported by Swiss Tourism, Swiss International Airlines, Davos Tourism, bike manufacturer BMC, the 
Swiss Cycling Federation and  Suisse Velodrome.  Further Swiss ski resorts, such as Gstaad and Verbier, will 
be added to the venues for 2015. 
http://www.etapesuisse.com/ 
 
International Congress on Vocational and Professional Education and Training –September 15-18 
2014, Winterthur, Switzerland 
The congress is mainly aimed at an international audience and is intended to be a platform for the exchange of 
information, contacts and discussions on the topic of vocational and professional education and training. 
For more information please see: www.vpet-congress.ch  
 
Trade Mission: Fintech and IT Security Market in the UK, November 26-28 2014,  
What makes the UK the biggest ICT market in Europe? What are the opportunities for Swiss companies and 
what are the main ICT challenges financial institutions face?  
This trade mission will enable participants to: 

 gain insights into the ecosystem of UK clusters and how to build your business  

 be part of the official launch of the bilateral UK and Swiss R&D call for funding  

 join the B2B match making to explore business opportunities  

 learn about latest technological developments in the banking sector 

 meet Swiss ICT entrepreneurs established in London  
Be one of the companies to participate in this exclusive trade mission to London! 
For more information click here 
 

SBH UK News 
 
Updated country reports 
SBHUK Country Information has been updated. Please click here. For specific information on sending 
construction workers to the UK, please click here. 
 
Trend Spotting Report published 
A new initiative by SBHUK and S-GE. To read the latest Trend Spotting reports please click here.  
 
Next Country Consulting Week 
Join SBHUK for a free consulting session in September in Zurich, Lausanne or Lugano. For more information 
and to register please click here. 
 

PAST EVENTS UK 
 
Lecturing and business meeting in Leeds.  
On May 12

 
, SBH UK Head Thorsten Terweiden visited Leeds, Yorkshire for a series of business meetings. He 

was accompanied by Nicholas Niggli, Head of the Economic, Trade and Finance Section at the Embassy, and 
Arthur Broadhurst, Honorary Consul of Switzerland in Manchester. After meeting with Trade and City 
representatives and exploring potential cooperation between Switzerland and Yorkshire in the field of business 
in the afternoon, Nicholas Niggli gave a lecture on global governance challenges and opportunities at Leeds 
University Business School, drawing on his past experience as WTO Government Procurement Agreement 
Chairman.  
 

http://www.etapesuisse.com/
http://www.vpet-congress.ch/
http://www.s-ge.com/switzerland/export/en/event/ict-trade-mission-uk-0?ref=www.s-ge.com
http://www.s-ge.com/switzerland/export/en/blog/country-information-uk
http://www.s-ge.com/schweiz/export/de/filefield-private/files/42338/field_blog_public_files/49220
http://www.s-ge.com/switzerland/export/en/node/101355?lforce=1
http://www.s-ge.com/schweiz/export/de/event/laenderberatung-united-kingdom


Swiss Business Hub Roadshow, Manchester and Sheffield 
The Hub organised an investment roadshow on June 4- 5 June in Manchester and Sheffield respectively.  
The main goal of the roadshow, entitled “Accelerate your Business via Switzerland”, was to present 
Switzerland as an attractive business location for potential UK investors.  Speakers discussed subjects such 
as businesses and R&D opportunities, key industries and why Switzerland is an ideal location for expanding 
into the rest of Continental Europe. 
The events were attended by UK companies from various industries, such as Engineering Design, 
Pharmaceuticals and Biotechnology, Medical and Educational. 
Useful links were established with local businesses in the regions visited and we promised to return, having 
greatly appreciated the warmth with which we were received by the local business communities and 
governmental bodies. 

  
 

NEWS FROM SWISS COMPANIES IN THE UK 
 
Edelweiss Air launches new air link between Edinburgh and Zurich 

 © Peter Mueller-McDougall, Honorary Consul General Edinburgh 
City of Edinburgh’s Lord Provost, The Rt Hon Donald 
Wilson receives a model aircraft from Karl Kistler, CEO 
and Captain of Edelweiss Air at the launch event in Edinburgh. 

 
Edelweiss Air, a sister company of Swiss International Air Lines, has launched new direct flights from Zurich to 
Edinburgh. “We are very excited to add Edinburgh to our network”, says Karl Kistler, Edelweiss Air CEO and 
captain who piloted the inaugural flight on May 16 2014 himself. Edelweiss Air operates the new non-stop flight 
with an Airbus 320, featuring 12 business class and 150 economy class seats. 
Flights can be booked at www.swiss.com. For more information, visit www.flyedelweiss.com. 

 

Expert Directory - NEWS 
 
Gitta Altmann 

© Gitta Altmann 

Gitta has almost 20 years’ experience working in Corporate and Commercial as well as Employment Law and 
typically advises mid-size corporate clients from both the UK and overseas on a wide range of corporate and 
commercial law matters such as business and share sales and acquisitions, JVs and commercial contracts as 
well as non-contentious employment law matters. She is bilingual in English and German and known for her 
specialist expertise in advising non-UK headquartered clients mainly but not exclusively from German 
speaking countries such as Switzerland, particularly on inward investment matters such as establishing a 
footprint in England. Gitta is, amongst other things, the Deputy Chair of the UK Chapter of the British Swiss 
Chamber of Commerce and Legal Adviser to the Council of British Chambers of Commerce in Europe. 

  

http://www.swiss.com/
http://www.flyedelweiss.com/


 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Improve your presentation skills – Training by Andrew Littlejohn 

 
Are you confident with the way you present an idea to your stakeholders? Is your message getting across? Are 
you leaving a lasting impression?  
 
My name is Andrew Littlejohn and I am editor of the UK pages of the Swiss Review. I am also a passionate 
and knowledgeable trainer, specialising in presentation skills and media skills training. After 7 years working 
with business managers in Germany as a communications coach, I have set up a training centre here in the 
UK. My highly interactive and creative sessions are tailored to suit your needs, in English or German. Half-
price rates for SBH UK members 
www.inanutshellmedia.com 
 
Young Swiss entrepreneur tackles graduate recruitment inefficiencies 
Kevin Meynard, an entrepreneur from Geneva, moved to the UK five years ago to study at the University of 
Manchester. Within this time he also studied for a year at the University of St Gallen.  
 
After moving to London, 10 months ago he launched Gradraft, an innovative graduate recruitment platform 
where students are targeted for jobs instead of applying for them. The business model utilizes selection criteria 
established by firms, which are entered into an in-house developed algorithm to find their perfect candidates. 
Gradraft is growing well, and currently mainly working with banks and consultancies. To learn more visit 
www.gradraft.com 
 
 

 
 
For comments or suggestions: please send an email to lon.sbhuk@eda.admin.ch 
To subscribe or unsubscribe: please send an email to lon.sbhuk@eda.admin.ch (please state “SBH UK Newsletter: 
SUBSCRIBE / UNSUBSCRIBE” in the subject line)  
Please include full contact details (Surname, First Name, Company, Postal Address, Phone / Fax / E-mail) 
 
DISCLAIMER: 

To the best of our knowledge, the information contained in this newsletter is accurate as at the date published. However, 
the Swiss Business Hub UK does not take responsibility for actions readers may take based on the information contained 
herein. 
 

Swiss Business Hub UK 
Swiss Embassy 

16 – 18 Montagu Place 
London W1H 2BQ – UK 

Tel: + 44 (0)20 7616 6000 
Fax: + 44 (0) 20 7723 6455 
www.eda.admin.ch/london 

www.s-ge.com 
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