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Zusammenfassung 

Die australische (AU) Wirtschaft verzeichnete die letzten 26 Jahre stetiges Wirtschafts-

wachstum und erwies sich somit länger als jedes andere entwickelte Land als rezessionsre-

sistent. Das AU Bruttoinlandprodukt (BIP) erhöhte sich im 2016 um 2.8%. Die daraus resul-

tierende Zuversicht hatte auch positive Auswirkungen auf die Finanzstabilität des Landes, 

welche sich in der Aufrechterhaltung des internationalen Kreditratings der Stufe AAA wieder-

spiegelt. Gemäss diversen Schätzungen sollte sich aber die Wachstumsrate der weltweit 13. 

grössten Wirtschaftsnation in den kommenden Jahren leicht verringern, da die Rohstoffprei-

se sowie Investitionen in Bergbauprojekte stetig zurückgegangen sind. Während der sekun-

däre Sektor ebenfalls schrumpft, expandiert der verhältnismässig kleine Dienstleistungssek-

tor jedoch kontinuierlich. Die australische Regierung verfolgt das Ziel der Transition von 

einer rohstoffabhängigen Wirtschaft zu einer diversifizierteren u.a. mittels Investitionen 

in die National Innovation and Science Agenda (NISA). Gekoppelt mit beträchtlichen, staat-

lich finanzierten Investitionsprojekten und geringeren Unternehmenssteuern, sollte dies zur 

Schaffung von Arbeitsplätzen und zur Weiterentwicklung des Dienstleistungssektors - inklu-

sive des AU Finanzplatzes beitragen. Auf der Suche nach immer rentableren Investitionen, 

setzen ausländische Finanzinstitute sowie private Anleger vermehrt auf den vielverspre-

chenden AU Wohnungsmarkt. Dies verschärfte das ohnehin herrschende Unterangebot von 

Wohnräumen in den Städten und führte im 2016 durchschnittlich zu einem zweistelligen 

Preisanstieg in Sydney (18.4%) als auch in Melbourne (13.1%). Die Inflationsrate blieb 2016 

mit 2.6% jedoch moderat. Die Arbeitslosigkeitsrate hingegen ist mit 6.2% zu Beginn dieses 

Jahres auf einem 13 Monate Hoch, welches hauptsächlich mit einer erhöhten Unterbeschäf-

tigung zu erklären ist. Aufgrund des stillgelegten Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreements 

(TPP) und dem langsamen Fortschritt in der WTO, konzentriert sich AU vermehrt auf bilate-

rale Abkommen. Aktuell werden das AU-Indonesien Freihandelsabkommen (FTA) und das 

AU-Indien FTA verhandelt, sowie „scoping exercises“ für ein EU-AU FTA durchgeführt, so-

dass formelle Verhandlungen dazu vor Ende 2017 aufgenommen werden können. 

Schweizer (CH) Unternehmen können in vielerlei Hinsichten von der AU Wirtschaft und ihren 

Diversifikationsbestrebungen profitieren. Neben dem konstant wachsenden FTA Netzwerk 

AU‘s und den geplanten Investitionsprojekten in den Ausbau von Infrastrukturen und zur 

Stärkung der Innovationsfähigkeit, stellen lukrative Ausschreibungen neue Möglichkeiten für 

Schweizer Firmen dar. Zusätzlich gibt es wesentlichen Bedarf an Schweizer Fachwissen z.B. 

in der Finanzindustrie und der Finanztechnologie (FinTech), Clean Technology, Informations- 

und Telekommunikationstechnologien sowie Transport und erneuerbaren Energien. Um sich 

im AU Markt zu positionieren, werden CH Firmen durch eine erhöhte Zusammenarbeit zwi-

schen der Schweizer Botschaft, dem Generalkonsulat sowie dem neu geschaffenen Trade 

Point unterstützt. Momentan sollte besondere Beachtung der Reformierung des „457 Vi-

sums“, welches die Anstellung von internationalen Fachkräften ermöglicht hat, geschenkt 

werden. Zusätzlich sorgt die kürzlich angekündigte Banksteuer für Banken mit Verbind-

lichkeiten über AUD 100 mrd. für Aufsehen. Bis zum heutigen Zeitpunkt wird jedoch davon 

ausgegangen, dass diese Steuerlast ausschliesslich von australischen Retail Banken getra-

gen werden wird. Zudem formt die AU Regierung eine Tax Avoidance Taskforce um die 

Steuervermeidung von multinationalen Unternehmen und vermögenden Privatpersonen ein-

zudämmen. Der automatische Informationsaustausch von Steuerdaten zwischen CH und AU 

ist am 1. Januar 2017 in Kraft getreten und sieht einen ersten Datenaustausch im 2018 vor. 
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Executive summary  

 

Australia’s (AU) economy is now in its world record 26th year of uninterrupted economic 

growth (2.8% in 2016/17 and forecasts of similar growth rates for the coming years). This 

continuous resilience contributed to the confidence in the financial stability of the country, 

which is also reflected by AU’s capability to retain the AAA credit rating. Yet, in recent years 

growth of the world’s 13th largest economy has slowed down, as commodity prices and capi-

tal investment in mining passed their peaks. At the same time, while the service sector occu-

pies the dominant position, the manufacturing sector has been in decline for years. In its aim 

to ensure a successful transition from a natural resource-based economy to a more 

diversified one, the AU government invests in science and technology via a National Inno-

vation and Science Agenda. Envisaged tax reductions for businesses, defence spending and 

major infrastructure projects should help to create jobs.  

International interest in the profitable AU real estate market and fiscal advantages (negative 

gearing) contributed to the ongoing nationwide housing boom that boosted annual average 

housing prices in 2016, especially in Sydney (+18.4%) and Melbourne (13.1%). Otherwise 

inflation was comparably moderate with a 2.6% increase in 2016. At the beginning of 2017, 

AU’s unemployment rate reached a 13 month high with 6.2%, mainly due to workers switch-

ing from full-time to part-time and higher underemployment. As a consequence of the stalled 

Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP) and slow progress in the WTO, AU focusses on 

negotiating new bilateral Free Trade Agreements (FTA), namely with the EU - to start before 

the end of 2017 - as well as continuing negotiations with India and Indonesia. 

Swiss (CH) businesses can take advantage from AU’s economic strength and diversification 

endeavours. Its innovation and infrastructure projects, its growing network of FTAs and its 

possible opening up of public procurement are offering new opportunities. There is consider-

able potential for Swiss knowledge in the areas of clean technology, financial services and 

technology (FinTech), professional and support services, information and communication 

technology, transport and renewable energy technology. To take advantage of these promis-

ing prospects, Swiss companies are supported through an enhanced cooperation between 

the Embassy, the Consulate General as well as the newly established Trade Point. 

Currently, special attention needs to be paid to the reform of the “457”- visa for skilled 

temporary overseas workers and a potential levy on banks with liabilities over AUD 100 

bn. that is so far only directed at AU retail banks. As a measure to limit increasing budget 

deficits and debt levels, the government is establishing a Tax Avoidance Taskforce to pursue 

tax avoidance by multinationals and high wealth individuals. The Automatic Exchange of In-

formation in Tax Matters between CH and AU based on the Organisation for Economic Co-

Operation and Development (OECD) model Common Reporting Standard (CRS) and the 

Competent Authority Agreement (CAA) became operational on 1 January 2017. The first 

exchange of information is foreseen to occur in 2018. 



 

 5/24 

 

 

 

1 Economic problems and issues  

Australia (AU) is in its world record 26th year of consecutive economic growth. While the 

economy expanded by 2.8% in 2016-2017, the government forecasts an average annual real 

GDP growth of 2.9% over the next five years – the highest among major advanced econo-

mies. Yet, in recent years, annual growth was about 1% below the average of the previous 

two decades, but still higher than in most of the developed Western economies (refer to ap-

pendix 2 for main economic data and Graph 1). The biggest challenge for AU is to ensure a 

successful transition from a resource-based economy to a more diversified economy 

with higher productivity - also in the dominant service sector - to facilitate growth. 

 

GDP growth over the last 25 years 

 
Graph 1

1
 

 

The value of the AU dollar stabilised in 2016, following its fall from the highs associated with 

the mining investment boom (2003-13) that was mainly based on China’s commodities de-

mand. Although export volumes are currently high, the commodity price decrease in three of 

AUs four top exports - coal, iron ore and natural gas – has led to a substantial fall in the val-

ue of AUs exports. Together with an unemployment rate that has risen to a 13 months’ high 

of 6.1% at the beginning of 20172, this contributed to slowing down business investments. 

The main reasons for this higher unemployment rate were workers switching from full-time to 

part-time employment as well as a higher underemployment. 

 

 

                                                

1
 http://www.rba.gov.au/chart-pack/au-gdp-growth.html 

 

2
Australian Industry Report 2016, https://industry.gov.au/Office-of-the-Chief-

Economist/Publications/AustralianIndustryReport/assets/Australian-Industry-Report-2016.pdf p.25 

http://www.rba.gov.au/chart-pack/au-gdp-growth.html
https://industry.gov.au/Office-of-the-Chief-Economist/Publications/AustralianIndustryReport/assets/Australian-Industry-Report-2016.pdf
https://industry.gov.au/Office-of-the-Chief-Economist/Publications/AustralianIndustryReport/assets/Australian-Industry-Report-2016.pdf
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The budget 2017/18 presented on 9 May 2017 by Treasurer Scott Morrison is seen to be 

balanced and rather labour friendly3. The Liberal-National government coalition has recon-

firmed its commitment to the rather unrealistic aim to reach a budget surplus by 2020/21 as 

well as to defend AU’s triple A credit rating – reaffirmed by the three major credit rating 

agencies Standard & Poor’s (albeit put on negative watch), Moody’s and Fitch. The Turnbull 

government aims at reducing long-term debt, fostering economic growth and creating 

jobs by focusing on: 

 

 Securing tax revenues by: 

- introducing new levy on the borrowings of AUs five biggest banks (so far limited 

to AU retail banks with more than AUD 100bn.in liabilities4) that should raise annual 

fiscal income by some AUD 1.5bn5.; 

- strengthening the Australian Prudential Regulation Authority (APRA) in order to 

fine bank’s misconducts; 

- combat tax avoidance by multinationals and high wealth individuals through a new 

Tax Avoidance Taskforce within the Australian Taxation Office (ATO)6;  

- In order to remain competitive, the corporate tax rate will be reduced from 30% to 

25% by 2026/277.  

 

 Increased governmental spending through: 

- large investments in infrastructure over AUD 70bn.over the next decade8, e.g. 

building a new merchandise railway from Melbourne to Brisbane, a Western Australia 

Metronet9, a second international airport in Sydney and upgrading the Snowy Hydro 

energy supply 

- expand the National Innovation and Science Agenda to position AU as innovation 

and global financial technology (FinTech) nation (outlined in chapter 3.1.2.); 

- spending over AUD 3bn. on apprentices and need-based school funding; 

- extending affordable housing programs and establishing a National Housing Infra-

structure Facility similar to the British model to counter increased dwelling prices. 

                                                

3
 Australian Financial Review, 10 May 2017, p.5 

4
 Annual average interbank exchange rate 2016, https://www.oanda.com/lang/de/currency/average : AUD 1 = 

USD 0.744, 1 AUD = 0.732 CHF 

5
 Australian Financial Review, 10 May 2017, p.5 

6
 http://www.budget.gov.au/2016-17/content/glossies/tax_super/downloads/FS-Tax/03-TFS-

Tax_Avoidance_Taskforce.pdf 

7
 Reducing the corporate tax, https://www.ato.gov.au/general/new-legislation/in-detail/direct-taxes/income-tax-for-

businesses/reducing-the-corporate-tax-rate/ 

The Senate agreed on a Corporate tax reduction for small and medium sized enterprises on 31.03.2017. The goal 
is to bring corporate tax rate down from 30% to 25% for companies with sales up to A$10 Mio. starting in the 
financial year 2016/17; up to A$25 Mio. starting in 2017/18; up to A$50 Mio. starting 2018/19. Till 1.4.2017 the 
annual sales threshold in order to qualify for a small company tax of 27,5% was AUD 2 mio., see: 
https://www.ato.gov.au/Rates/Company-tax/  
8
 Australian Financial Review, 10 May 2017, p.12 

9
 Inland Rail, https://infrastructure.gov.au/rail/inland/ 

https://www.oanda.com/lang/de/currency/average
https://www.ato.gov.au/general/new-legislation/in-detail/direct-taxes/income-tax-for-businesses/reducing-the-corporate-tax-rate/
https://www.ato.gov.au/general/new-legislation/in-detail/direct-taxes/income-tax-for-businesses/reducing-the-corporate-tax-rate/
https://www.ato.gov.au/Rates/Company-tax/
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Generally, AU’s economy is in a stable condition despite the fact that the government’s 

budgetary outlook as well as the alternative proposition by the opposition Labour party seem 

rather optimistic. The increasing public debt reached 44.9% of GDP in 2016 and the govern-

ment expects growth to slow down until 2020/21. From May to August 2016, the Reserve 

Bank of Australia (RBA) decreased the cash rate by 50 basis points to an all-time low of 

1.5% and is likely to leave it there for 201710. Areas of concern for analysts, such as the 

OECD, are high household debts and the potential risks of a housing bubble11. At the 

beginning of March 2017, the OECD warned that AU’s ratio of household debt to GDP had 

risen to 123%, an all-time high and the third highest in the world12. Over the last year, house 

prices increased by 18.4% in Sydney and 13.1% in Melbourne. The nationwide rise in real 

estate prices was fuelled by population growth, a favourable fiscal regime (negative gearing), 

international investment namely from China and restricted land resources for construction. 

Despite doomsayers’ predictions regarding the uncertainty of the mining, real estate and 

banking sectors as well as AU’s higher exposure to internal and external shocks, the country 

in the Southern hemisphere has so far proven crisis resistant.  

 

                                                

10
 Cash Rate, http://www.rba.gov.au/statistics/cash-rate/ 

11
 https://theconversation.com/four-ways-an-australian-housing-bubble-could-burst-76505 

12
 OECD warns of ‘rout’ in house prices if investors head for the doors, http://www.smh.com.au/business/the-

economy/oecd-warns-of-rout-in-house-prices-if-investors-head-for-the-doors-20170302-gup0yw.html 



 

 8/24 

 

 

 

2 International and regional economic agreements  
2.1 Country’s policy and priorities  

Australia is particularly reliant on international trade in goods and services, due to its wealth 

in natural resources and traditional lack in work force. As a consequence, AU is keen on fur-

ther promoting free trade and reducing trade barriers. At present, 10 FTAs are in force13: 

New Zealand-AU Closer Economic Relations (1986); Singapore-AU (2003); United States-

AU (2005); Thailand-AU (2005); Chile-AU (2009); ASEAN-AU-New Zealand (2010); Malay-

sia-AU (2013); Korea-AU (2014); Japan-AU Economic Partnership Agreement (2014); Chi-

na-AU (2015). 

Despite the fact that Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) members vow to continue trade talks, 

it remains unlikely that a TPP Agreement will continue without US involvement. Consequent-

ly, the AU Senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade References Committee recommended 

that the AU government should defer undertaking any binding treaty action until the future of 

the TPP is clarified14. As a consequence of the slow progress in WTO multilateral initiatives 

and the Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific (FTAAP), the Asian Infrastructure Investment 

Bank (AIIB) or the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), Australia is currently paying 

more attention to the negotiation and improvement of 7 FTAs. 

 Bilateral: India-AU Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement; Indonesia-AU 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement.  

 Multilateral: AU-Gulf Cooperation Council GCC; Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement (RCEP) - includes the 10 ASEAN member states and those 

countries which have existing FTAs with ASEAN - AU, China, India, Japan, Republic of 

Korea and New Zealand; Pacific Agreement on Closer Economic Relations Plus 

(PACER Plus); Environmental Goods Negotiations (within the WTO); WTO Agree-

ment on Government Procurements (GPA)15; Trade in Services Agreement (TiSA) -

jointly led by AU, the EU and the US. 

During the official visit of the Chinese Premier Minister Li Keqiang in AU in March 2017, AU 

and China expressed their commitment to further facilitate the free movement of people and 

foster financial services, service trade and E-commerce. A new trade deal between the US 

and China has been announced on 13 May 2017 that could give US Liquid Natural Gas 

(LNG) exporters as well as beef exporters priority access in Chinese markets and could chal-

lenge AU’s market position in China16. Earlier this year, Prime Minister Turnbull met with In-

donesian President Joko Widodo as well as with Indian Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 

                                                

13
 Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Status of FTA, http://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/Pages/status-of-

fta-negotiations.aspx#negotiation 

14
 Trans-Pacific-Partnership Agreement, http://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/tpp/Pages/trans-pacific-partnership-

agreement-tpp.aspx 

15
 http://dfat.gov.au/international-relations/international-organisations/wto/Pages/wto-agreement-on-government-

procurement.aspx 

16
 US-China deal threat to LNG. Beef exports, AFR, 13-14 May 2017, p. 3 
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reconfirming their commitments to the FTA negotiations. The Indonesia-AU Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership Agreement should be finalised by December 2017, while the India-AU 

Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement is not expected to be signed anytime 

soon17.  

Regarding the AU - EU FTA, the necessary scoping exercise has been concluded recently 

and negotiations should start before the end of 2017. The agreement is expected to be con-

cluded in 2-3 years and plans to remove barriers to trade in goods, expand services linkages 

and investment ties as well as enhance regulatory cooperation in specific sectors of interest 

to business18. 

2.2 Outlook for Switzerland (discrimination potential) 

In order to avoid discrimination against CH economic interests, special attention has to be 

paid regarding: 

 The negotiations for a FTA between AU and the EU are due to start before the end of 

2017; 

 The current negotiations of the Indonesia-AU Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

Agreement including a FTA should be finalised towards the end of 2017.  

Regarding AU‘s updated FTA agreement with China, it is too early to observe possible dis-

crimination against CH companies in AU. On the other hand, the existing China-AU FTA 

might open the AU market for CH companies with production facilities in China as they can 

export these goods to AU duty exempt (e.g. elevators, sanitation facilities).  

 

                                                

17
 New trade deal with India could be years away, http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-04-10/new-trade-deal-with-

india-could-be-years-away-turnbull/8432130 

18
 Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade – Australian-European Union Free Trade Agreements, 

http://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/aeufta/Pages/aeufta.aspx 
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3 Foreign trade  
3.1 Development and general outlook  

According to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), in 2015-2016 AU's top 5 

goods and service exports were: Iron ore and concentrates worth AUD 47.8bn.(USD 

35.56bn), coal AUD 34.5bn.(USD 25.66bn), education-related travel services (which in-

cludes foreign student expenditure on tuition fees and living expenses in AU) AUD 

19.9bn.(USD 14.80bn), gold AUD 16.6bn.(USD12.35bn) and natural gas AUD 16.5bn.(USD 

12.27bn). 

The AU top 5 goods and services imports 2015-2016 were: Personal travel services (ex-

cluding education, but including short term visitor's expenditure in AU for recreational pur-

poses) AUD 28.2bn.(USD 20.98bn), passenger motor vehicles AUD 21.5bn.(USD 

15.99bn), refined petroleum AUD 16.2bn.(USD 12.05bn), telecom equipment and parts 

AUD 11.8bn.(USD 8.77b) and freight services AUD 9.9bn.(USD 7.3bn).19 

In 2015-2016 AU’s import of goods and services rose 2.2% in value to AUD 349.1bn.(USD 

259.73bn) and exports of goods and services fell by 1.9% in value to AUD 312.35bn.(USD 

232.35bn). In essence, AU’s terms of trade recorded a 10.2% fall.  

From the above figures it is quite clear that AU continues to strongly rely on its natural re-

sources. AU is aiming at becoming one of the world’s leading liquefied natural gas (LNG) 

exporters.20 While LNG extraction will often be in remote areas, unconventional extraction 

would affect parts of the state of Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria and might lead 

to growing opposition for environmental concerns. There is already wide criticism around the 

Adani coal mine project - which might become AUs largest if realised - with respect to its 

possible effects on the Great Barrier Reef and global warming. As a consequence, clean-

tech debates might gain higher priority on the political agenda. 

3.1.1 Trade in goods 

In 2015-2016 overall exports of commodities fell by 7.4%. Although the value of agricultural 

and manufactured goods as well as services rose, the fall in prices of minerals and fuels 

could not be completely compensated by the 6.4% increase in export volumes. China re-

mains AU’s largest individual two-way goods and services trading partner in 2015-2016. This 

is followed by the USA and Japan. China was also AU’s largest export destination and import 

source (see Annex 3). AU has strict import regulation for their trade in goods. The new Bi-

osecurity Act 2015 commenced on 16 June 2016.21 

                                                

19 
DFAT - Composition of Trade Australia 2015-2016: http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/cot-fy-

2015-16.pdf 

20
 EU Delegation Meeting April 2017 at the Green Diplomacy Network in Canberra, AU 

21
 http://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/legislation/new-biosecurity-legislation 

http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/cot-fy-2015-16.pdf
http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/cot-fy-2015-16.pdf
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3.1.2 Trade in services 

AU’s service sector (excluding construction) accounts for around 75% of real gross value 

added (GVA) 22. The country’s top three export services are 29% education-related services, 

roughly 20% business services (including construction services), 10% transport-related ser-

vices and about 9% financial industry including (insurance and pension). Other export ser-

vices include intellectual property charges, information technology as well as scientific and 

technical services. AU’s top three imported services are personal travel accounting for 36%, 

22% transport and roughly 18% business services (including construction services). The im-

ports of intellectual property charges (royalties) as well as information technology exceed the 

exports clearly, indicating a reliability of AU on foreign patented knowledge and use of 

brands.23 

The value of total trade in services increased 7.7% to AUD 146.00 billion (USD 108b) in 

2015-2016. However, the balance of trade in services recorded a deficit of AUD 9.4bn.(USD 

6.99bn). As announced in the 2017–18 budget, the government is introducing multiple 

measures to position AU as innovation and global financial technology (FinTech) na-

tion. The National Innovation and Science Agenda was allocated AUD 1.1bn.to invest in crit-

ical infrastructure e.g. in optical astronomy, to boost AU’s research capabilities and to ensure 

an innovation fostering policy framework. Suggested policies include; removing the double 

taxation of digital currency, relaxed regulations on using the term “bank” to improve competi-

tion within the financial market as well as introducing a world-leading legislative financial ser-

vices regulatory sandbox to foster new and innovative FinTech products and services to be 

tested in AU24. 

3.2 Bilateral trade 

AU imported more than thrice the value of goods and services from CH than it exported to 

CH in the year 2015-16: Imports of CH products and services had a total value of AUD 

3.25bn.(USD 2.42bn) and exports valued AUD 991 mio. (USD 737mio.).25 The strong CHF is 

having a negative impact on CH exports, but the demand for Swiss quality products is ex-

pected to remain similar in Australia, since comparable substitutes are rare. 

3.2.1 Trade in goods 

Regarding cumulated trade, AU has gained two positions and is CH’s 26th most important 

partner in 2016 according to the CH Customs Administration (imports: rank 46, exports: rank 

18)26. In the same period, CH ranked according to statistics of the Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade (DFAT) 21st (0.8%) of AU’s most important merchandise trade partners 

(exports rank 25, imports 18). DFAT statistics show that CH imported above all gold (AUD 

                                                

22 
AUSTRADE – 2017 Benchmark Report: 

http://www.austrade.gov.au/International/Invest/Resources/Benchmark-Report 

23
 DFAT - Composition of Trade Australia 2015-2016: http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/cot-fy-

2015-16.pdf , p. 35ff and p. 104 

24
 http://www.budget.gov.au/2017-18/content/glossies/factsheets/html/FS_innovation.htm 

25
 See also DFAT Fact Sheet Switzerland: https://dfat.gov.au/trade/resources/Documents/swit.pdf 

26
 EZV - Länderrangliste: https://www.ezv.admin.ch/ezv/de/home/themen/schweizerische-

aussenhandelsstatistik/aussenhandelsergebnisse-nach-themen/aussenhandel-nach-wirtschaftsraeumen--

kontinenten-und-laendern.html 

http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/cot-fy-2015-16.pdf
http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/cot-fy-2015-16.pdf
https://dfat.gov.au/trade/resources/Documents/swit.pdf
https://www.ezv.admin.ch/ezv/de/home/themen/schweizerische-aussenhandelsstatistik/aussenhandelsergebnisse-nach-themen/aussenhandel-nach-wirtschaftsraeumen--kontinenten-und-laendern.html
https://www.ezv.admin.ch/ezv/de/home/themen/schweizerische-aussenhandelsstatistik/aussenhandelsergebnisse-nach-themen/aussenhandel-nach-wirtschaftsraeumen--kontinenten-und-laendern.html
https://www.ezv.admin.ch/ezv/de/home/themen/schweizerische-aussenhandelsstatistik/aussenhandelsergebnisse-nach-themen/aussenhandel-nach-wirtschaftsraeumen--kontinenten-und-laendern.html
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715mio.) and to a lesser extend meat (AUD 43mio.), silver and platinum (AUD 41mio.), 

watches and clocks and exported primarily pharmaceuticals and medicaments (AUD 

848mio.), followed by watches and clocks (AUD 484mio), miscellaneous manufactured arti-

cles and gold27.  

3.2.2 Trade in services 

According to DFAT28, in 2015/16 Switzerland was AU’s 17th most important trading partner in 

services (exports: rank 17, imports 17). A growing number of financial service companies are 

investing in the AU real estate market, among them Swiss pension funds. Credit Suisse 

Real Estate Fund International is holding 15% of its investments in AU real estate. To 

diversify the portfolio of Swiss pension funds, AFIAA invested already CHF 350 mio. in Aus-

tralian real estate29. 

                                                

27
 DFAT - Composition of Trade Australia 2015-2016: http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/cot-fy-

2015-16.pdf , p. 35ff and p. 104 

28
 DFAT - Composition of Trade Australia 2015-2016: http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/cot-fy-

2015-16.pdf 

29
 Pensionskassen Investments in Australien - http://www.srf.ch/sendungen/eco 

http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/cot-fy-2015-16.pdf
http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/cot-fy-2015-16.pdf
http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/cot-fy-2015-16.pdf
http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/cot-fy-2015-16.pdf
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4 Direct investments 

AU offers an attractive investment climate, as it is endowed with a highly educated labour 

force, legal and political stability and proximity to the fast-growing Asian markets. For eight 

years in a row, AU has been ranked in the global top five in the Index of Economic Freedom. 

Indicators describing AU’s ease of doing business underline the country’s high regulatory 

efficiency, strong rule of law and its largely open markets30.  

Graph 2 demonstrates that AU attracted foreign direct investments (FDI) especially in the 

mining and quarrying as well as in real estate sector, accounting together for more than 

50% of the total inward FDI.31  

 

Graph 232 

Total foreign investment in AU increased by USD 153.3bn.(5%), reaching USD 3.1924 trillion 

at the end of 2016. Portfolio investment accounted for 40%, direct investment for 26%, finan-

cial derivatives (9%), reserve assets (4%) and other investment for 22%. Graph 3 shows the 

leading FDI countries in 2016: the US (USD 860.9bn, 27%), UK (USD 515.5bn, 16%), 

Belgium (USD 270.1bn, 9%), Japan (USD 213.5bn, 7%), Hong Kong (SAR of China) (USD 

100.9bn, 3%) and Singapore (USD 98.9bn.3%)33. Switzerland was the 10th largest foreign 

investor with USD 37.4bn. and accounting for 1.7% of the total inward stock of FDI (see 

Chapter 4.2 and Annex 5). 

                                                

30
 http://www.heritage.org/index/country/australia 

31
 http://dfat.gov.au/trade/topics/investment/Pages/which-australian-industries-attract-foreign-investment.aspx 

32
 http://dfat.gov.au/trade/topics/investment/PublishingImages/inward-investment-sector-2015-original.png 

33
 http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/5352.0 

http://dfat.gov.au/trade/topics/investment/PublishingImages/inward-investment-sector-2015-original.png
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/5352.0
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Graph 334 

Graph 4 illustrates the level of AU FDI abroad that reached USD 2.170 trillion at the end of 

2016, representing an increase of USD 92.4bn.(+4%) compared to the previous year. The 

leading investment destination countries were the US (USD 617.4bn, 28%), UK (USD 

350.5bn, 16%), Japan (USD 108.3, 5%), New Zealand (USD 106.9bn, 5%), China (excludes 

SARs) (USD 87.9bn, 4%) and Germany (USD 65.8bn, 3%). Switzerland received in total 

USD 13.8bn and therefore represents the 17th rank on Australia’s outward FDI.35 

 

Graph 436 

Investment Approvals 

According to the annual report 2015-16 of the Australian Foreign Investment Review Board 

(FIRB)37, approvals for proposed investments, which fall within the scope of AU’s Foreign 

Investment Policy and the Foreign Acquisition and Takeovers Act 1975, were granted for 

USD 247.9bn, an annual growth of 29%. This increase was largely due to continuing FDI in 

                                                

34
 http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/5352.0 

35
 Australian Bureau of Statistics – International Investment Position: 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/5352.0?OpenDocument  
36

 http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/5352.0 

37
 Australian Government Foreign Investment Review Board – Annual Report 15/16 

https://cdn.tspace.gov.au/uploads/sites/79/2017/04/1516-FIRB-Annual-Report.pdf 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/5352.0
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/5352.0?OpenDocument
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/5352.0
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residential real estate. For the third year in a row, China was the largest source of ap-

proved investment (USD 47.3bn), mostly driven by continuing approvals in the real 

estate sector (Graph 5). In fact, many Chinese investments are channelled through Hong 

Kong, explaining Hong Kong’s position as the 5th largest FDI country in AU (Hong Kong ac-

counted for 2.8% and Chinese investments accounted for 2.5%). Many investments in the 

dwelling market are making use of negative gearing that allows tax deductions on property 

investments. This has become a crucial instrument in the housing affordability debate. Ra-

ther than increasing the supply of housing and put pressure on real estate prices, negative 

gearing provides a tax break that encourages people to buy speculatively in the housing 

market – helping to spur house prices and reduce affordability. Therefore, residential proper-

ty purchases by overseas citizens, particularly from China, have become politically sensitive. 

Overall, in 2016 the US was the second largest source of approved investments after China, 

but still the largest investor overall (see Graph 3), also in non-real estate sectors. With a 13% 

increase, the manufacturing, electricity and gas sectors experienced the biggest growth in 

investment value. This is partially due to the large Abdu Dhabi investment at the end of 2015 

in “TransGrid”, a high voltage transmission network. The share of approvals in the mineral 

exploration and development sector is slightly inflated, due to a large acquisition of BG 

Group plc by Royal Dutch Shell plc in 201638. 

 

Graph 539 

                                                

38
 https://cdn.tspace.gov.au/uploads/sites/79/2017/04/1516-FIRB-Annual-Report.pdf, p. 21 ff. 

39
 https://cdn.tspace.gov.au/uploads/sites/79/2017/04/1516-FIRB-Annual-Report.pdf, p. 21 ff. 

https://cdn.tspace.gov.au/uploads/sites/79/2017/04/1516-FIRB-Annual-Report.pdf
https://cdn.tspace.gov.au/uploads/sites/79/2017/04/1516-FIRB-Annual-Report.pdf
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4.1 Development and general outlook 

Business investments recorded a fall of 16.2% from 2015-16. This is mainly due to reduced 

spending in exploration and development of AU’s mining. However, non-mining investment 

does not compensate for the fall in mining investment, despite two cuts of the Reserve Bank 

of AU (RBA) in the cash rate in 2016. Financial services, technology, research and develop-

ment (R&D)-intense industries are growing and offer promising investment opportunities. 

Record low interest rates have moved construction activities from mining projects to real es-

tate and led to an unprecedented, precarious boom in the major cities. 

 

Investment policy changes 

In 2015-16 the most significant reforms of the AU foreign investment framework in 40 years 

were implemented. The reforms focused on building stronger a compliance and funding 

framework, while maintaining an assessment-based system to defend national interest. The 

AU government announced in the 2017-18 Budget a few minor changes in the foreign in-

vestment framework, mainly in the area of residential property40. 

The Foreign Acquisitions and Takeovers Regulation 2015 was amended in 2016 with the 

target to remove the exemption for private foreign investors acquiring an interest in critical 

infrastructure such as assets that are e.g. purchased directly from a governmental body ( 

airport; port; infrastructure for public transport; electricity, gas, water and sewerage systems, 

telecommunication and nuclear facilities41). Since 31 March 2016, foreign investment ap-

proval is required for critical infrastructure assets to be sold by state and territory gov-

ernments to both private and foreign government investors. For the politically sensitive Agri-

culture sector which needs capital investment, major foreign investments receive deeper 

scrutiny. The three largest foreign investors in agricultural land are the UK, owning 52.7% of 

the foreign-owned agricultural land, the US 14.8% and the Netherlands with 5.7%. However, 

China’s agricultural investment is rapidly growing since summer 2016 in the acquisition of a 

total of 115’000km2 of AU farmland and possesses now 2.8%.42 

4.2 Bilateral Investments 

Last year, Switzerland was AU’s 10th largest source of foreign investment worth AUD 

50.2bn, while AU invested $18.6bn. in CH. So far, this year no investment applications from 

Swiss companies were handed in to the Foreign Investment Review Board for approval.  

  

                                                

40
 a 50% foreign ownership cap for new dwelling exemption certificates, annual vacancy charge for empty foreign 

owned residential property and a 10% increase to residential application fees (click on the link for more: 

https://firb.gov.au/2017/05/3333/) 

41
 https://cdn.tspace.gov.au/uploads/sites/79/2017/04/1516-FIRB-Annual-Report.pdf, p. 8 ff. 

42
 https://cdn.tspace.gov.au/uploads/sites/79/2017/04/1516-FIRB-Annual-Report.pdf, p. 7 

https://cdn.tspace.gov.au/uploads/sites/79/2017/04/1516-FIRB-Annual-Report.pdf
https://cdn.tspace.gov.au/uploads/sites/79/2017/04/1516-FIRB-Annual-Report.pdf
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5 Trade, economic and tourism promotion "country advertising" 

5.1 Foreign economic promotion instruments 

 

Swiss SMEs with the intention of expanding their business to the AU need to consider its 

different regions, each with highly developed hubs. All large state capitals such as Adelaide, 

Brisbane, Melbourne, Perth and Sydney have not only great flight connections to Europe, but 

also act as gates to Asia due to their geographic proximity. Especially for Swiss SMEs in 

high-tech industries, e.g. life sciences, medical and environmental sciences, Adelaide offers 

an attractive investment framework with AU’s latest medical research labs, a supportive in-

vestment promotion agency, affordable real estate and convenient flight connections to Eu-

rope via the Gulf States. 

Since July 2016 the Consulate General of Switzerland in Sydney and Switzerland Global 

Enterprise (S-GE) have enhanced their cooperation by creating a Trade Point in AU under 

the roof of the Consulate General. The Trade Point assists CH SMEs seeking information 

about AU industries and supports them with entering the AU market. Despite the attractive-

ness of AU’s economy, special efforts need to be made in CH to attract more interest of CH's 

SMEs and the tourism industry for this market, because of its distance from CH and its lim-

ited size. AU's goal to achieve growth through innovation fits well with the diversity of skills, 

innovation and entrepreneurship of CH SMEs, which can develop solutions for complex pro-

jects. The need to approach R&D from a business perspective is recognised as a key factor 

and precondition for achieving AU’s ambitious economic goals. CH companies have the ca-

pacity and experience to act as successful competitors in this field. The inclusion of other 

contacts such as the CH-AU-Academic-Network and Alumni Organisations from CH universi-

ties is a necessary and welcomed contribution to the success of the economic transition AU 

is striving for. 

Switzerland Tourism 

Switzerland Tourism (ST) has moved under one roof with the Consulate General in 2016. 

The representation office in Sydney, with two staff members, is responsible for the Australian 

and New Zealand market. Their main mission is to promote Switzerland as a travel destina-

tion. Activities focus on trade marketing, media work and digital marketing. Throughout 2016, 

ST was hosting more than 25 journalists from AU and New Zealand in CH, resulting in over 

55 mio. media contacts in AU & New Zealand. ST’s major Key Performance Indicators are 

overnights at hotels. In 2016, for the first time in 7 years overnights from AU and New Zea-

land visitors have slightly decreased by -0.5% to 323’757. In 2017, ST expects a moderate 

growth of overnights from AU and New Zealand. 

Presence Switzerland 

In order to position CH as a strong partner in energy efficiency and sustainability, an area 

where AU offers strong potential, the Embassy in cooperation with the Consulate General 

and with the support of Presence Switzerland, organised events in Melbourne, Canberra and 

Sydney in early 2016, introducing the CH concept of the “2000 Watt society” to AU. These 

events were held in cooperation with prestigious universities in the respective cities. They 

involved a developer of the 2000 Watt concept, an energy expert implementing it in the City 

of Zurich and an entrepreneur applying “2000 watt technology” in AU. As a result, there are 

ongoing discussions with potential developers, construction companies and investors regard-
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ing a possible “2000 Watt neighbourhood” in Canberra as a pilot project to showcase Swiss 

excellence in clean-tech in AU. In late 2016 and early 2017 Presence Switzerland supported 

major events organized by the Embassy in cooperation with the Consulate General to 

demonstrate Swiss capabilities in science and innovation on the occasion of the Swiss-led 

Antarctic Circumnavigation Expedition.  

SwissCham and Swiss Entrepreneurs 

The Swiss-Australian Chamber of Commerce (SwissCham) has been supporting and net-

working with CH businesses for over 30 years. Its objective is to grow its 260 members’ 

businesses and their reputation in AU by providing exposure and to ensure synergies 

through networking. The Embassy and the Consulate General cooperate with SwissCham 

regarding business events such as the Swiss Award acknowledging the excellence of CH 

businesses, organisations or individuals in AU and their important contributions to the CH-AU 

economic partnership43. The “Swiss Entrepreneurs” was created in Sydney as a free net-

working enterprise. Representatives of SMEs with CH connections meet on a monthly basis 

in order to share experiences and knowledge on how to best advance their business oppor-

tunities in AU. Currently, there are more than 170 individuals registered with “Swiss Entre-

preneurs” and some 15 to 25 people attend the monthly gatherings44.  

5.2 The host country's interest in Switzerland 

Economy 

In 2015 the Australian Trade Commission (Austrade) opened a one-person office in the heart 

of Zurich. However, for staffing reasons, all Austrade inquiries are currently dealt with by the 

Frankfurt office. CH activities around clean-tech and polar research (see 5.1) have been met 

with keen interest in AU. In April 2017 a high level “Innovation Delegation” led by AU’s Chief 

Scientist, Dr. Alan Finkel, visited CH in order to learn more about the Swiss innovation sys-

tem. A senior delegation of the European Australian Business Council (EABC) visited CH in 

June 2016, also demonstrating AU’s interest in CH.  

Tourism, education, other services 

Switzerland is recognized in Australia as a place of excellence in education and research. 

The Swiss National Science Foundation funds more projects in collaboration with AU part-

ners than with any other country outside of Europe and North America. In the fields of polar 

and maritime research, two expeditions – the Antarctic Circumnavigation Expedition and the 

Ocean Mapping Expedition – have illustrated cooperation with AU in 2016 and 2017.45 

The Bachelor of Arts in International Studies with a Switzerland Major at the University of 

Technology Sydney introduces students to languages and cultures of the non-English-

speaking world and teaches them about contemporary societies in Asia, Europe and the 

Americas. The course provides unique opportunities for students to study overseas for an 

academic year at an institution of higher education in the country of their international studies 

                                                

43
 www.swisscham.com.au 

44
 www.swissentrepreneurs.org 

45
 Swiss Polar Institute / ACE http://spi-ace-expedition.ch/ ; Ocean Mapping Expedition: 

http://www.omexpedition.ch/index.php/en/  

http://www.swisscham.com.au/
http://www.swissentrepreneurs.org/
http://spi-ace-expedition.ch/
http://www.omexpedition.ch/index.php/en/
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major (14 optional majors). One of these countries is CH. The Consulate General partici-

pates at a yearly event at the University when students return from their studies to present 

their experiences to students, who will be choosing their major country for the following year. 

A common misconception in AU is that studies in CH can only be done in a national Swiss 

language. A very good selling point for CH higher education however is its closeness to in-

dustry. This is something many AU universities aspire to and therefore represents opportuni-

ties for the CH universities of applied sciences seeking to attract AU research partners as 

part of their ongoing internationalisation effort.  

CH has been identified in AU as a strategic priority country under its National Innova-

tion and Science Agenda. As such, new government funds have become available for col-

laboration with CH such as the Global Connections Fund which supports SME-researcher 

collaboration between CH and AU. Such people-to-people contacts can be further supported 

through the CH-AU MOU on the Exchange of Trainees and, potentially in the future, also 

through a Work and Holiday arrangement in which AU has shown interest.  

Investments  

See chapter 5.1.  

Switzerland as a financial centre 

While two major CH banks (UBS, CS) are well established in the Australian investment bank-

ing and wealth management, their activities do not include retail banking. Two leading CH 

insurance companies (Swiss Re, Zurich) are also active in AU. 

There is considerable potential for increased CH-AU financial cooperation. According to the 

Credit Suisse Global Wealth Report 2016, from 2015 to 2016, AU’s average wealth per 

adult (USD 375’600) increased and overtook New Zealand, ranking now 2nd behind CH 

(USD 561’900).46 Austrade indicates that AU’s financial services sector has assets of more 

than AUD 7 trillion, over four times AU’s nominal GDP; the world’s fourth largest pension 

assets pool, the third largest liquid stock market in the Asian region after Japan and China 

and strong financial market turnover.47 

                                                

46
 Credit Suisse - Global Wealth Report 2016: http://publications.credit-

suisse.com/tasks/render/file/index.cfm?fileid=AD783798-ED07-E8C2-4405996B5B02A32E 

47
 Austrade - Invest in Australia: http://www.austrade.gov.au/International/Invest/Why-Australia/Business  

http://www.austrade.gov.au/International/Invest/Why-Australia/Business
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Attachment 

ANNEX 1 

  

Economic structure 

 2011 2016 

Distribution of GDP   

Primary sector 2.5 % 3.6% 

Manufacturing sector 26.4 % 28.2% 

Services 71.1 % 68.2% 

 - of which public services n/a  n/a 

   

Distribution of employment*   

Primary sector 3.6 % 3.6 % 

Manufacturing sector 21.1 % 21.1 % 

Services 75 % 75 % 

 - of which public services n/a n/a 

 

Note: The numbers for the distribution of employment have not been updated. 

Source(s): The World Fact Book, CIA, 2011 & 2016 

 
 

 
 
 
  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/print_as.html
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ANNEX 2 

 

Main economic data and forecasts 

SECO Fiche Australia, INTERN, last update April 2017 

  
2015 2016 2017 2018 

CH 

2016 

GDP (USD bn. nominal)* 1‘229 1‘259 1‘343 1’176 687.5 

GDP per capita (USD nominal) 51‘641 51‘257 52‘976 54’646 82‘968 

Growth (% of real GDP)* 2.4 2.5 2.8 2.5 1.3 

Rate of inflation (%) 1.8 2.6 2.3 2.4 -0.2 

Unemployment rate (%) 6.2 6.2 6.1 5.9 3.6 

Current account (% of GDP) -4.0 -4.0 -3.3 -3.3 7.0 

Trade balance (USD bn.)*48 -18.9 -6.6 4.7 -15.2 38.149 

Net public debt (% of GDP)* 44.3 44.9 45.1 47.3 46.2 

Total International reserves (USD bn.)* 49.3 55.1 56.0 57.2 N/A 

 

Source: World Economic Outlook Database, and * = Economist Intelligence Unit Report – April 2017 

Note: Numbers in orange are estimated.  

 

                                                

48
 EIU: Economist Intelligence Unit Report – April 2017 

49
 https://www.statista.com/statistics/261640/trade-balance-of-switzerland/ 

http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2015/02/weodata/index.aspx
https://www.statista.com/statistics/261640/trade-balance-of-switzerland/
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ANNEX 3 CH@WORLD module: A352 

 

Australia’s top export and import markets 2015/16 

 

Rank Country Exports 

from the host 

country 

(AUD million) 

Share Growth  Rank Country Imports 

to the host country 

(AUD million)) 

Share Growth
 
 

          

1  China 85‘878 27,5% +2.0% 1  China 64‘073 18.4% +7.9% 

2  Japan 37‘977 12.2% -18.3% 2 
 United 

States 
47‘323 13.6% +6.9% 

3 
 United 

States 
21‘917 7.0% +6.8% 3  Japan 22‘288 6.4% +5.7% 

4 
 South 

Korea 
19‘692 6.3% -3.4% 4  Thailand 16‘477 4.7% +17.4% 

5  India 12‘839 4.1% +2.3% 5  Germany 16‘165 4.6% +9.4% 

          

24 
Switzer-

land 
1‘918 0.6% +26.0% 20 

Switzer-

land 
3‘961 1.1% +5.3% 

  EU 26‘683 8.5% +18.0%   EU 68‘891 19.7% +9.5% 

          

 Total
50

 

AUD 

312‘312 

USD 

232‘360 

100% -1.9%  Total 
AUD 349‘139 

USD 259‘759 
100% +2.2% 

          

 

Source: DFAT - Composition of Trade Australia 2015/16, pp. 29ff, http://dfat.gov.au/about-

us/publications/Documents/cot-fy-2015-16.pdf 

                                                

50
 Annual average interbank exchange rate 2016 https://www.oanda.com/lang/de/currency/average AUD 1 = USD 

0.744 

http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/cot-fy-2015-16.pdf
http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/cot-fy-2015-16.pdf
https://www.oanda.com/lang/de/currency/average
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ANNEX 4 CH@WORLD module: A750 

Bilateral trade 

Year 

Export 

(CHF m) Change (%) 

Import 

(CHF m) Change (%) Balance 

Volume 

(in million 

1990 694 0.8 100 -13.6 594 794 

1995 898 6.7 98.4 -19.8 799.4 996.4 

2000 1‘054 4.8 198.9 -9.7 855.1 1‘252.9 

2005 1‘431 11.2 166.0 8.9 1‘265 1‘597 

2010 2'178.5 10.4 320.3 13.4 1'858.2 2'498.8 

2011 2'498.6 14.7 486.8 52.0 2'011.8 2'985.4 

2012* 2'496.3 Not comparable *) 348.6 Not comparable *) Not comparable *) 2'844.9 

2013** 2‘395.2 -4.1 285.3 -18.2 2‘109.9 2‘680.5 

2014 2‘544.6 -12.5 547.7  1‘996.9 3‘092.3 

(Total 1)** 2‘296.5 -2.0 205.0 -28.1 2‘091.5 2‘501.5 

2015*** 2'417.3 -5.0 516.3 -5.8 1‘901.0 2‘933.6 

(Total 1) 2'029.2 -11.6 166.3 -19 
1‘862.9 2‘195.50 

2016 2'337.8 -3.3 902.3 75 1'435.5 3'240.1 

(Total 1)** 2'239.1 -2.5 193.2 16.1 2’045.9 2'432.3 

*) The Swiss Customs Administration made changes to the way it calculates imports and exports as of 1 January 2012. 

Since then, comparisons between 2012 and the previous years have no longer been possible.51 

**) "Economic" total (total 1): without gold bars and other precious metals, coins, precious stones and gems, works of art and 

antiques 

***) Change (%) from the previous year 

 

Export 2015 2016 

 Anteil Mio. CHF Anteil Mio. CHF 
+/- % 

2016/2015 

1. Products of the chemical and pharma-

ceutical industry 
47.1 1’138 48.5 1’135.2 -0.25% 

2. Machines 10.0 242 10.9 254 + 5% 

3. Opt./med. Instruments 9.6 232 10.5 247.7 + 6.7% 

4. Watches 8.9 215 9.0 211.4 -1.7% 

5. Precious Metals, Jewellery 7.7 186 6.7 156.2 -16% 

6. Agricultural products 6.7 162 6.8 159 -1.8% 

Import 2015 2016 

 Anteil Mio. CHF Anteil 
Mio. 

CHF 

+/- % 

2016/2015 

1. Precious metals, Bijouterie 61.6 318 80 719.8 +226% 

2. Agriculturalt products 16.0 83 9.7 87 +5% 

3. Opt./med. Instruments 6.3 33 4 36.6 +11% 

4. Machines 2.8 15 2 16 +6% 

5. Pharmaceutical 2.2 11 2.3 20 +81% 

                                                

Source: http://www.ezv.admin.ch/index.html?lang=fr General total (total 2): including gold bars and other precious metals, 

coins, precious stones and gems, works of art and antiques. Total 2 for the years prior to 2012 does not contain gold, silver or 

coins. 
51

 Imports: Use the "country of origin" concept and not that of "country of production". The country of origin is the coun-

try in which the goods have been wholly or predominantly obtained or produced. The country of production designates the 

territory in which a product was in free circulation before being imported to Switzerland. Exports/Imports: The foreign trade 

figures for gold, silver and coins are aggregated by country and form an integral part of the statistics on Swiss foreign trade 

(general total) in the Swiss-Impex online database. 

http://www.ezv.admin.ch/index.html?lang=fr
https://www.swiss-impex.admin.ch/
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ANNEX 5 CH@WORLD module: A356 

Main investing countries in Australia 2015 

 

Rank Country 
Foreign investments 

(AUD bn., stock) 
Share 

1 United States 860.3 28.4 % 

2 United Kingdom 499.9 16.5 % 

3 Belgium 238.5 7.9 % 

4 Japan 199.6 6.6 % 

5 Singapore 98.6 3.3 % 

6 
Hong Kong (SAR 

of China) 
85.4 2.8 % 

7 China 74.9 2.5 % 

8 Netherlands  63.0 2.1 % 

9 Luxembourg 58.3 1.9 % 

10 Switzerland 50.2 1.7 % 

… EU n/a .. % 

    

 Total 
AUD 3 trillion 

USD 2.23 trillion
52

 
100 % 

 

Source(s): http://dfat.gov.au/trade/topics/investment/Pages/which-countries-invest-in-australia.aspx 
53

  

                                                

52
 Annual average interbank exchange rate 2016 https://www.oanda.com/lang/de/currency/average: AUD 1 = USD 0.744 

53
 Please refer to the ABS for updated numbers (year end 2015): 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/5352.0?OpenDocument  

https://www.oanda.com/lang/de/currency/average
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/5352.0?OpenDocument

